Protein C and protein S levels in uremic patients before and after dialysis.
The inhibitory capacity of the natural protein C (PC)/protein S (PS) system was evaluated measuring both the functional activity and the antigen level of both these inhibitors in 30 uremic patients before and after a dialytic treatment and in 30 healthy normal volunteers. PC functional activity was determined by two methods, one clotting and one chromogenic. PS antigen level was measured both as free protein and as total content. Unlike previous authors, we found that PC functional activity and the antigen level were normal in patients before dialysis, with a significant increase after. PS functional activity and free and total antigen levels were all normal before dialysis, and all except free antigen showed a significant post-treatment rise.